
Scripture for January 22, 2017, the Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
 
Jonah 3:1-10 (ESV) 

Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, saying, “Arise, go to  

Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it the message that I tell you.”  So Jonah 

arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an 

exceedingly great city, three days' journey in breadth.  Jonah began to go into the city, 

going a day's journey. And he called out, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be 

overthrown!”  And the people of Nineveh believed God. They called for a fast and put 

on sackcloth, from the greatest of them to the least of them. The word reached the king 

of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, removed his robe, covered himself with 

sackcloth, and sat in ashes.  And he issued a proclamation and published through 

Nineveh, “By the decree of the king and his nobles: Let neither man nor beast, herd 

nor flock, taste anything. Let them not feed or drink water, but let man and beast be 

covered with sackcloth, and let them call out mightily to God. Let everyone turn from 

his evil way and from the violence that is in his hands.  Who knows? God may turn and 

relent and turn from his fierce anger, so that we may not perish.”  When God saw what 

they did, how they turned from their evil way, God relented of the disaster that he had 

said he would do to them, and he did not do it. 
 
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 

  C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

1 Corinthians 1:10-18 (ESV) 

I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, 

and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and 

the same judgment.  For it has been reported to me by Chloe's people that there is  

quarreling among you, my brothers.  What I mean is that each one of you says, “I 

follow Paul,” or “I follow Apollos,” or “I follow Cephas,” or “I follow Christ.” Is Christ 

divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?  I 

thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius,  so that no one may 

say that you were baptized in my name.  (I did baptize also the household of 

Stephanas. Beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.)  For Christ did 

not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with words of eloquent 

wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.  For the word of the cross 

is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of 

God. 

 
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 

  C:  Thanks be to God. 



Matthew 4:12-25 (ESV) 

Now when he heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee.  And 

leaving Nazareth he went and lived in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of  

Zebulun and Naphtali,  so that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be 

fulfilled: “The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, the way of the sea, beyond the 

Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles — the people dwelling in darkness have seen a great 

light, and for those dwelling in the region and shadow of death, on them a light has 

dawned.” From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven is at hand.”  While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon 

(who is called Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were 

fishermen.  And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.”  

Immediately they left their nets and followed him.  And going on from there he saw two 

other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with 

Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and he called them. Immediately they left the 

boat and their father and followed him.  And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in 

their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every 

disease and every affliction among the people.  So his fame spread throughout all  

Syria, and they brought him all the sick, those afflicted with various diseases and  

pains, those oppressed by demons, those having seizures, and paralytics, and he 

healed them.  And great crowds followed him from Galilee and the Decapolis, and from 

Jerusalem and Judea, and from beyond the Jordan. 

 
 P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  C:  Praise be to Thee, O Christ. (Sing)  

 


